
Reduce Your School’s Carbon Footprint 
with these ENERGY STAR® Activities to 
Improve Energy Efficiency

Switching your school’s light bulbs from incandescent to compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) is one of the easiest ways to improve 
energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Although types of lighting can vary in school buildings, look for 
opportunities in your school to switch to CFLs and encourage students, faculty, staff members, and parents to use CFLs in their 
homes. CFLs can last up to 10 times longer than standard incandescent light bulbs and use approximately 75 percent less energy.

Other CFL facts:
•	 One ENERGY STAR qualified CFL prevents 570 pounds of 

greenhouse gas emissions over its lifetime, the equivalent of 
preventing 270 pounds of coal from being burned. 
 

•	 Replacing just one regular light bulb in every American 
home with an ENERGY STAR qualified CFL would save 
enough energy to light 3 million homes for one year,  
save $600 million in annual energy costs, and prevent  
GHG emissions for one year equivalent to approximately 
800,000 cars..

Use this checklist to get started!

ENERGY STAR Light Bulb
Changeout Project

www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cfls.pr_cfls_savings
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cfls.pr_cfls_savings
www.epa.gov/cfl/cflcleanup.html
www.epa.gov/cfl/cflrecycling.html
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